
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Answer Plot season has officially begun for 2010. We kicked off the year at the Lake 

Preston AP with Session I on June 16th. Unfortunately, because of the rainfall that had fallen over 

the previous few days, we were unable to go out in the field and we held the session indoors. You 

can see below just how wet the plot was.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nevertheless, we had an excellent turnout and covered a lot of topics. Some of the topics 

covered in Session I include the following:  

 

 Nutrisolutions-Tissue Sampling 

 New Herbicides 

 Seed Treatments in both Corn and Soybeans (Avicta, Cruiser, Zinc, Ascend) 

 Adjuvant Technology and Drift Reduction 

 Growth Staging and Post Herbicide Applications 

 Soil Discussions & Management 

 Corn Genetics and Stand Analysis 

 300bu Corn Management 

 100bu Soybean Management 

 

 

As you can see, Session I had provided a lot of key information driven to help our 

agronomists at the local coop bring maximum return to our growersô acres. As we continue our 

Answer Plot sessions, the topics will change to be current with that portion of the growing season. 

We will continue to move forward throughout the year with our #1 mission; Maximizing Profit 

Potential for our growers and customers! 

 



 The weather over the last month has been interesting to say the least. Periods of warm dry 

weather, along with periods of heavy rainfall have really dictated cropping intentions, planting 

dates and herbicide applications. Often times at this point in the year, we wonder, how have we 

compared to normal. Are we wet, dry, cool, or warm. The maps below help us to better 

understand what our weather pattern has been in comparison to historical averages over the last 

30 days.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In looking at the temperature, we are right at normal or even above normal. In looking at 

the entire growing season thus far, we are actually ahead of normal for Growing Degree Units 

and would be considered a warm growing season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

From a moisture standpoint, no doubt about it, we have been wet. Record rainfalls have 

occurred over the last 30 days, putting us in some tough situations for planting and post herbicide 

applications. You can see that in many areas 130% to 300% of normal rainfall is the standard. 

Flooding has occurred across much of the region and there will no doubt be some acres that will 

be lost due to the rainfall for the 2010 growing season.  

 

As for the Lake Preston Answer Plot, many of the demos are really starting to take shape. 

The corn is really starting to take off and is at the V5 growth stage. Post applications are currently 

being made for weed control throughout the plot and it is in excellent shape. Below are just a few 

examples of some demonstrations and observations that are showing up right now at the Lake 

Preston Answer Plot.   

 

 

 

 

 

     

Compaction: You can see above the affect that compaction 

can have on early development of a crop. Above in the 

yellow circle, you can see slightly stunted planted, paler 

color, and weaker stands. This is a dual track that can be 

followed throughout the block vertically and the crop 

differences can be seen as shown above. This is simply the 

result of working the ground under conditions that was just 

a little too wet. Often times this doesnôt cause a lot of 

damage and cannot be seen visually. It just so happens this 

spring with all the moisture we have had, it has shown 

visual symptoms.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is a snapshot of the R7 Management Zone. We have two different treatments called Silver and 

Gold. The Gold treatment includes a starter fertilizer application, where as the Silver does not. This is 

4438 VT3 and 5338 VT3 in the pictures. The starter response is very noticeable amongst some of the 

hybrids in the R7 Management zone at Lake Preston.  

4338 VT3 

Silver Management 

5338 VT3 

Silver Management 

4338 VT3 

Gold Management 

5338 VT3 

Gold Management 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have seen quite a few hybrid differences. Sometimes as a grower you wonder how hybrids truly 

are advancing. Our new products are performing well and below are a great example of how breeding 

efforts continue to improve.  

New: 3737  Old: 3337  

We are also seeing results of our breeding 

efforts in soybeans as well. To the left, the 

left row is 2400, a RR1 Precision Pak. To the 

Right, is a new variety, 2440, a new 

RR2Yield that is designed for the west. In 

the west, we look for wide bushy canopies 

with lots of side branching.  As you can see 

R2T2440 is off to a great ñwideò start this 

spring. This is just one example, but we are 

very excited about this yearôs new crop of 

RR2 varieties in our lineup.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This is a just a small sampling of some things going on at the Lake Preston AP. We 

encourage you to attend an upcoming session. The next session is will be held July 20
th
, 2010. 

Hopefully we can be out in the field this go around and we look forward to seeing you there! 

We also have a Row Spacing Demo at all the SD locations this year. This includes two different 

hybrids; 421 VT3 & 5338 VT3. The early visuals of the demonstration look excellent. We will continue 

to follow this block of the plot as our goal is to understand plant spacing and the importance of 

providing space for both a fixed and a flex eared hybrid.   

421 VT3  15ò Rows 

 
421 VT3  20ò Rows 

 

421 VT3  Twin Rows 

 

421 VT3  30ò Rows 

 


